Yadav aims to be the
changmg face of marathon
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NEW DELHE Arvind Kumar Yadav
from Uttar Pradesh has been
competing in the domestic road-

race cireuit for the past four.

years. The former track-runner

switched to road racing toearn

valuable money and become a
force in marathon events. .
Sunday in the Capital was yet
another productive day in his
running career as he emerged
victorious in the men's catego-
ry of the Mawana Indian Open
Marathon, and took home a win-
ner's cheque of R2.50 lakh.
The money, said Arvind,
would help him further fuel his
passion for running "hard and
fast". "My aim is to rise above
others in the country. Hence, I
need more money to train hard
for gruelling events," said
Arvind, whose aim is to crack
the 2 hrs 15 minute barrier in
marathon by the end of this year.
Raising the bar, according to
the runner who hails from a vil-
lage in Faizabad (UP), would not
only enhance his racing profile,
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Indian Open Marathon in New Delhi on Sunday.

but also change the face of
marathon running. “Breaking
the barrier isn't easy, but I want
to be a pioneer;,” he said.
Among the women runners,
international Kiran Tewari raced
the 21km event with measured
strides to reach home first, She
said after the race that Sunday's
event had helped her evaluate
her endurance. “A good result in
half marathon has added to my
confidence to dobetter in track
events too,” Tewari said.

SONU MEHTA/HT

WINNERS

wFull marathon* Arvind
Kumar Yadav: 2 hr 21 min
44 secs. Women: Nilam
Maruti Kadam: 3 hr 1 min 2
secs.  Veteran: Men: BLI
Bosco: 3 hr 11 mh'l345ecs
 Half marathon (21km):
Men: Vishram Meena: 1 hr
6 min 31 secs. Women:
-Klran ﬂwarl' 1hr20 min 36
Secs.



